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Construction finishing the fourth and fifth floors of the University of Montana 
Library will be completed in November according to Library Dean Earle C. Thompson. 
Thompson expects the interior construction of the floors will be finished by late spring.
The project, funded by an $1.8 million grant from the Economic Development Admini­
stration of the U.S. Department of Commerce, will give the Library approximately 72,000 
square feet of new space. Thompson said the new fourth floor will house the humanities 
division collection and the fifth floor will contain the science division.
Previously the unfinished floors had been used for the UM Archives, which will 
move to the first floor. The social science division will be located on
the second floor when construction is completed.
Hightower and Wallace Construction Co., Missoula, is completing the general 
construction work on the building. The total project will employ approximately 105 
workers.
Construction on the new floors includes interior finishing, such as walls, 
suspended ceilings, partitions, floors and carpeting. The general contractors also will 
complete roofing, a new penthouse, elevators, landscaping, curbs and asphalt finishing 
on the parking lot east of the Library building.
The mechanical contracting is being done by 4 G Plumbing and Heating, Inc., Missoula, 
and the electrical contract is held by 4 G Bath and Lighting, Inc., Missoula.
Although the Library building will be complete in November, Thompson said the 
Library does not have enough furniture for the new floors. He said the Library will 
need about $1 million to buy furniture such as shelves, tables, special library equipment, 
study carrels and occasional furniture for offices.
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Thompson said the University will probably have to ask the 1979 Montana 
Legislature for the additional funds needed for furnishings.
In the meantime, the Library will have to use what it has, Thompson said. 
Presently the building has furniture to seat about 1,000 people, although the 
completed building has space to seat 2,000.
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